      CLOSING THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP

SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHING LINGUISTICALLY DIVERSE LEARNERS

· Prof. Maurice M. Martinez, Ph.D.
MAJOR PREMISE:  “STANDARD ENGLISH”or MAE [Mainsteam American English] IS THE LANGUAGE OF SUCCESS IN MAINSTREAM AMERICA; IN MOST OF THE JOB MARKETS, AND IN TESTING, THE USE OF STANDARD ENGLISH and MAE [Mainstream American English] IS A REQUIREMENT. 
GOAL: CULTURALLY SENSITIVE TEACHERS CAN TEACH ALL CHILDREN STANDARD ENGLISH, INCLUDING THOSE WHO USE NON-STANDARD DIALECTS SUCH AS “BLACK ENGLISH VERNACULAR” AND “STREET LANGUAGE,” AS WELL AS ALLOW FOR CULTURALLY LINGUISTIC DIFFERENCES, HOME LANGUAGE, REGIONAL DIALECTS AND ACCENTS.
SOME GUIDING THOUGHTS:

1. TEACH FROM THE HEART:  CHILDREN CAN TELL WHEN YOU DON’T.  [BECOME MORE LOVING; MORE HUMAN; SMILE; LAUGH!]
2. NURTURE A “CARING CLASSROOM”; BE TOLERANT OF NON-DISRUPTIVE  “SMALL BEHAVIORS” THAT CAN BE IGNORED.  
3. SHOW EXCITEMENT ABOUT THE LESSON;  LEARNING SHOULD BE FUN; BE A “RISK TAKER”  [Wendy Miller, NC State Teacher of the Year.]
4. ESTABLISH A STRONG PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH STUDENT; GET INTO HIS/HER WORLD. [Wendy Miller].
5. “KNOWLEDGE MUST HAVE A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LEARNER IF IT IS TO BE LEARNED”Love ASK:WHAT DO YOU LIKE?
6. TEACHING MATERIALS SHOULD CONNECT WITH THE EXPERIENCES AND PERSPECTIVES OF THE CHILDREN. USE FAMILIAR/REAL NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY EXAMPLES AND ROLE MODELS FROM DIVERSE ETHNIC BACKGROUNDS. USE CULTURALLY RELEVANT MATERIALS ]POETRY, SONGS, DRAMA, BOOKS] TO TEACH NEW CONCEPTS AND REMOTE EXPERIENCES. 
7. BE AWARE THAT MANY CHILDREN ARE FORCED TO SPEAK THREE LANGUAGES:  HOME LANGUAGE, STREET LANGUAGE, AND SCHOOL LANGUAGE.  THEY ARE “CODE SWITCHING” DAILY
8. NEVER BELITTLE OR  MAKE FUN OF A CHILD’S HOME LANGUAGE AND STREET LANGUAGE.  EXCITE, WRITE AND RECITE [in SE/MAE].
9. INSIST THAT CHILDREN USE COMPLETE SENTENCES AT ALL TIMES [ASKING OR ANSWERING A QUESTION; CONVERSING].
10. BE NOT AFRAID TO CORRECT [IN A CARING/MODELING WAY] CHILDREN WHO SPEAK OR WRITE IN NONSTANDARD ENGLISH.

11. ALL PEOPLE, INCLUDING CHILDREN, LEARN BETTER IF THEY CAN COMPREHEND THE LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION.

12. RESEARCH FINDINGS BY LINGUISTS REVEAL THAT ALL LANGUAGES CONTAIN PHONOLOGY [SPEECH SOUNDS, PRONUNCIATION]; LEXICON [VOCABULARY]; GRAMMAR [RULES] AND VERBS [CONJUGATION].  KNOW HOW THEY OCCUR AND TRANSLATE TO STANDARD ENGLISH WHEN NECESSARY.
Example:  “ALL WHEEL = OIL WELL;”  “TREE=THREE;” “GIT=GET.”


